
The NET-HERITAGE project
to foster the science-based conservation in 

Europe  

Łukasz Bratasz

Rome, September 23, 2011



Workpackage 5 - Implementation of joint 

activities through the coordination of advanced training in 

the field of tangible cultural heritage 

− information on opportunities in advanced education in 

conservation-restoration and science for conservation was 

provided by 15 countries through a questionnaire

− an international Panel of Expert was set to analyse existing 

opportunities to identify gaps and barriers

− the optimum framework for advanced education was 

developed



Structure

The REPORT was produced 

and contains 7 recommendations

The report is downloadable

form: www.netheritage.eu
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– two basic approaches

Approach 1 - research work of a student with limited 
training component

researchers providing frontier research in the heritage 
field, especially applying natural or engineering sciences
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– two basic approaches

Approach 2 - strong taught component, usually relying on a 
three-year education cycle

professionals for management of heritage resources or 
entering the high-level administrative and service sector

Long courses Short courses
Doctoral study
and research



Recommendation 1

Research oriented doctoral education in the field is 

predominant and should be promoted as it fosters the 

leadership of Europe by developing highly skilled 

professionals both in area of science and heritage 

management.

Development of generic skills should be embedded into 

the PhD training.
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Recommendation 2

The field of conservation 

science is being perceived 

as an artistic domain which 

therefore needs lower 

funding. 

Adequate funding of 

doctoral research in which 

the humanities and 

sciences overlap should be 

ensured. 
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Recommendation 3

Continuity of funding creates a 

long-term commitment by 

talented, enthusiastic PhD 

students and early-stage post-

doctoral researchers for the 

heritage field.
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Recommendation 4

One of the key national institutions acts as 
a secretariat of the network of institutions
offering opportunities for research
for a doctoral degree.

This network should use the Heritage Portal as  

a ‘one stop shop’
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Recommendation 5

Long courses that do not lead to a doctoral 

degree should provide knowledge, skills and 

competences that are clearly recognised

according to the

Bologna system. 

Long courses



Short courses are the primary way in which:

− new knowledge

− findings of the current research projects

− practical skills 

can be effectively presented

and disseminated to 

professionals working in the

conservation field, including

enterprises.
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Recommendation 6

The value of the short 

Continuous Professional 

Development (CPD) courses 

depends on the quality of the 

pedagogy.

The organisers should articulate 

learning objectives and outcomes 

explicitly in the publicity material 

of each course.
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Recommendation 7

National agencies funding 

research projects encourage and 

support workshops for 

knowledge exchange organised at 

the end of research projects 

which are promoting and 

disseminating novel research 

results. 

Doctoral study
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The recommendations were 

supported by

− 10 ministries and funding 

agencies

− reputable international 

organisations like ENCoRE and 

Italian Chemical Society



SUMMARY

� European countries have different approaches to conservation, 

science and the education of researchers

� We found we share common problems and we have been able 

to find a common European denominator - the model 

framework

� The model framework is a tool that could enable us to:

- expand the potential of the cultural heritage sector

- develop highly skilled researchers and conservation professionals

- disseminate research findings into the conservation community, especially 

SMEs 

- increase mobility of researchers and professionals


